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Clinicians should read the Tracheostomy Clinical Procedure: Speaking  Valves in spontaneously breathing patients, in addition to this Clinical Instruction Sheet 

This patient has been assessed for use of the PMV

TUBE INFORMATION • The Passy-Muir Valve (PMV) is a one way valve that attaches to the hub of the tracheostomy 
tube and must only be used on a cuffl ess tube or with the cuff fully defl ated. 

• When the valve is on, airfl ow through the upper airway is restored. 

• Valve use enhances the ability to voice, cough and swallow. 

CLINICAL ALERTS  • Only staff who have completed PMV training should place the valve 
• The cuff must always be defl ated when a PMV is on. Failure to defl ate the cuff can result 

in respiratory compromise/distress and death

• Remove the PMV when patient is sleeping

• Remove the PMV if the patient exhibits increased work of breathing or respiratory distress

PLACING A PMV

SCHEDULE 

• Assess patient for suitability for PMV placement on each occasion
• Explain procedure to the patient
• Suction: above the cuff if a Suctionaid tracheostomy tube is in situ; via mouth and trachea 

as required
• Completely defl ate the cuff  
• Finger occlude the tracheostomy tube and ask the patient to voice
• If the patient is unable to voice, encourage throat clearing, as he/she may need further suctioning
• If patient cannot voice, do not use the valve. Contact the Speech Pathologist
• If the patient is able to voice via fi nger occlusion, place PMV on the hub of the tracheostomy 

tube using a quarter clockwise turn

Valve use _____________________________________________________________________

CONTACT
_________________________________________Speech Pathologist   _____________ Pager 

or TRAMS pager 1291

Disclaimer: This document has been developed by Austin Health and has been specifi cally designed for Austin Health circumstances. Austin Health shall not be liable for 

any claims or loss arising from the use of this document and information in any organization outside of Austin Health. Other clinicians and institutions are granted license to 

use this clinical instruction sheet and to modify it for their own purposes. It is a condition of this license that Austin Health TRAMS is acknowledged within all educational and 

promotional activities where versions of this document are used. The information is current at the date of printing. Clinical practices may change and updates to this material 

will not be provided by Austin Health. 

Austin Health’s clinical practice relates to the use of the PMV. If another valve is used, this information will not apply. It is the responsibility of the user to obtain the 

manufactures specifi cation. This is not a PMV endorsement and Austin Health has not received any fi nancial recompense for use of the PMV.
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Cuff must be defl ated when using a PMV The PMV restores airfl ow to the upper airway

_________________________  

UR: _____________________________

  

UR: _____________________________

Date of birth: 

Affix Patient Label Here 

Given Name(s): _____________________

______________________
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